Introduction copper, molybdenum, tungsten and zinc in non-aqueous solutions have been published elsewhere 14] . Since then the principle has been extended to other analytes, carrier liquids and solvents, and the purpose of the present paper is to give an account on the details of a fully automatic system which has been in continuous use for more than 2 years.
The combination of FIA with DCP-OES means that a constant nebulization is maintained over a longer period of time. The introduction of the sample as a plug into the carrier stream causes a transient signal (peak) in the response, which soon decreases to the background level caused by the carrier liquid [15] . This [7] [8] [9] [10] . Some reviews on the combination of FIA with atomic spectroscopy are available, which also cover applications for ICP-OES [11] [12] [13] .
For the routine determination of analytes in the quality control of the production of speciality chemicals the authors have used the combination of DCP-AES with FIA. Results The instrument has a Czerny-Turner type monochromator, consisting of a prism and an echelle grating, which projects the spectrum onto the exit slit. For the wavelength range of 200 to 800 nm, reciprocal linear dispersions vary within 0"062 to 0"25 nm/mm. This high resolution virtually eliminates all errors originating from spectral overlap, offering precision and accuracy which is better than that obtained by flame emission methods, and improved detection limits for difficult-to-excite elements [17] . The The work originally developed in the research and development area has been readily transferred to a quality assurance environment. This shows that the modular flexibility of the 'Touchstone' software in association with various modules allows the user to configure tailor-made solutions to real-world analytical problems. In this respect, the ruggedness of the DC Plasma spectrometer greatly extends the usefulness of the modules and drastically reduces sample preparation procedures which are time-consuming and prone to errors. These several points ensure that the precision of the analytical procedures designed are adequate for the task in hand.
